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M E M O R A N D U M 
 
 TO: Chairperson Ralph Lewis and Planning Commission Members 

 FROM: Dan Fleishman, Director of Planning and Development 

 DATE: August 26, 2019 

 SUBJECT: Suggested Code Amendments to Regarding Standards for N First Ave 
 
 
ISSUE 

The issue before the Planning Commission is a discussion regarding a possible Code amendments 
to expand some of the Downtown design standards to include a portion of N First Ave 

BACKGROUND 

In accordance with the 2007 Downtown Transportation and Revitalization Plan, the City established 
a number of Downtown zones along N Second Ave, N Third Ave and N Fourth Ave, between the 
Stayton Power Canal and E Washington St.  There are design standards that apply in these zones 
that do not apply in the remainder of the City.   

The Downtown Transportation and Revitalization Plan called for N First Ave to be in the 
Commercial Retail zone rather than any of the Downtown zones.  However the Plan does call for 
“design standards [to] be developed … that will improve the overall visual character of the street 
while accommodating traffic and highway uses.” 

At the July meeting the Commission agreed to consider establishing an Overlay District along a 
portion of N First Ave.  Attached is a first draft of suggested amendments.  The amendments are 
based on the downtown standards and would apply similar standards for landscaping and exterior 
materials and colors.  The overlay zone would apply along the east side of First Ave between E 
Washington St and E Water St and include those properties with frontage on First Ave. 

Should the Planning Commission decide to proceed with the amendments, all of the affected 
property owners should be notified.  The requirement to provide notice to the Department of Land 
Conservation and Development at least 35 days prior to the public hearing means a hearing would 
be held until the October meeting. 
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