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M E M O R A N D U M 

 

 TO: Chairperson Ralph Lewis and Planning Commission Members 

 FROM: Dan Fleishman, Director of Planning and Development 

 DATE: December 9, 2019 

 SUBJECT: City-Initiated Vacation of an Alley 

 

 

ISSUE 

The issue before the Planning Commission is a public hearing on the City-initiated vacation of the 

alley between N Second Ave and N Third Ave, running from E Hollister St to E Pine St. 

BACKGROUND 

In 2017 the City vacated a portion of the alley between N Second Ave and N Third Ave, running 

between E Hollister St and E Pine St. The vacation was the result of an application filed by one of 

the property owners in that block.  State law requires that an application for vacation be 

accompanied by the written consent of the all of the owners of property adjacent to the right of way 

and by the owners of 2/3 of the “affected land.”  In 2017 the applicant could not obtain the written 

consent from the owner of one lot adjacent to the alley.  Therefore only a portion of the alley was 

vacated. 

At the Planning Commission’s September meeting, a letter from the owners of the one of the 

properties adjacent to the remaining portion of the alley was discussed, requesting that the City 

initiate the vacation of the remainder of the alley.  The Planning Commission recommended to the 

City Council that the City initiate vacation of the remainder of the alley.  At their November 4 

meeting, the City Council adopted Resolution 998 initiated the vacation process. 

A 2014 aerial photo, showing the existing right of way boundary is shown below. 
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The following image is a 2012 street view from E Hollister St. 

 

ANALYSIS 

There are no publicly owned utilities located within in the alley proposed to be vacated.   

The alley is currently undeveloped.  The surface area is grass and has been maintained as lawn by 

the owners of adjacent properties.  There is a curb drop along E Hollister St. 

The staff recommendation is for the Planning Commission to recommend that the City Council 

vacate the alley. 

RECOMMENDATION 

The staff recommendation is reflected in the draft order that is attached to the staff report.   

There may be testimony at the public hearing that requires the draft order be modified to reflect that 

testimony. 

OPTIONS AND SUGGESTED MOTIONS 

Staff has provided the Planning Commission with a number of options, each with an appropriate 

motion.  The Planning Department recommends the first option. 

1. Recommend to the City Council that the alley be vacated, adopting the draft order as 

presented. 

I move the Stayton Planning Commission recommend to the Stayton City Council that the 

remaining portion of the alley between N Second Ave and N Third Ave, running north from E 

Hollister St be vacated and adopt the draft order presented by Staff.  

2. Recommend to the City Council that the alley be vacated, adopting modifications to the 

draft order. 

I move the Stayton Planning Commission recommend to the Stayton City Council that the 

remaining portion of the alley between N Second Ave and N Third Ave, running north from E 

Hollister St be vacated and adopt the draft order with the following changes...  
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3. Recommend to the City Council that the alley not be vacated, directing staff to modify the 

draft order. 

I move the Stayton Planning Commission recommend to the Stayton City Council that the 

remaining portion of the alley between N Second Ave and N Third Ave, running north from E 

Hollister St be maintained as public right of way and not be vacated and direct staff to bring a 

revised draft order for Planning Commission approval at the January 27, 2020 meeting.  

4. Continue the hearing until January 27, 2020. 

I move the Stayton Planning Commission continue the public hearing on the vacation of the 

remaining portion of the alley between N Second Ave and N Third Ave, running north from E 

Hollister St until January 27, 2020.  

  


